Stuart Hall High School

2013-2014

Algebra I

Instructor: Lindsay MacGarva

Email: lindsay.macgarva@sacredsf.org
Website: macgarva.weebly.com

Textbook: Holt McDougal Larson Algebra I

Office Hours: Before School: 730-755 and Monday, Tuesday and Thursday after school until 345

Stuart Hall High School Room 303
Personal Teaching Philosophy:

Welcome to a new school year! My name is Lindsay MacGarva and I will be teaching Algebra I for the 2013-14 school year. Let me share a little bit about myself. I am originally from the Bellevue, Washington (near Seattle). I attended the University of San Francisco where I majored in Mathematics and minored in History. I was a part of the school’s Dual Degree Program. This allowed me to work on a Master of Arts in Teaching during my undergraduate degree, which I finished this past May.

I believe that math is a subject that should be explored beyond the textbook and I hope to find engaging ways to teach Algebra I this year. This will hopefully include projects to go along with tradition assessments. I have spent years studying math-related learning disabilities and how to create more engaging lessons for all students. I look forward to getting to know you over the next year and hope to further your intellectual and spiritual development.
Expectations:

1) Students are expected to come to every class (on time) eager to learn. Positive attitude and maximum effort are essential. This ‘pre-requisite’ will be taken very seriously.

2) The following materials are required for every class meeting:  notebook, pencil/eraser, and scientific calculator (TI 83 Plus) or iPad with graphing calculator.  

3) Respect your classroom and all school equipment. (If you learn back in chairs you end up not getting a chair).

4) If you are absent due to school activity or legitimate illness, then homework is due the next class meeting.
5) BE INQUISITIVE!  Asking questions or seeing me outside of class is key to maintaining success in this course.
Grading:

Tests and Quizzes       50%

Homework                    25%

Class work  

 15%                            
Participation                10%

1) Tests CAN be corrected to make up half of the missed points

2) Small quizzes will be given approximately every five class periods, so don’t worry if you fail one!

3) Participation can be the difference between a B+, A- or A so don’t think it doesn’t matter!
Missing Work Policy
1) Homework will be collected at the beginning of every class period. If you are

 caught working on homework due that class period during class it will be

 an automatic zero.

2) If you attempt the homework and either speak with me or email me prior to 10pm the night before it is due then any incomplete problems will NOT be held against you. 

3) After accumulating 3 missing assignments you will be assigned to study 

hall to make up your missing work.

4) Homework that is a day late receives a 4 out of 5. All other late work receives a 3 out of 5.
Honesty and Accountability

All of us (myself included) are expected to adhere to the moral code of honor that the words ‘honesty’ and ‘accountability’ allude to.  To deliberately plagiarize, copy, or ‘cheat’ yourself in any fashion is unacceptable.  This type of behavior will be addressed sternly and will include a letter to the Dean detailing the exact nature of your actions. No exceptions.  Remember, if you are struggling with the material, be honest with yourself about it-----you can always come talk to me.   

